The Human Knowledge of Jesus Christ

Have you ever wondered why, in some instances, the things that Jesus said
sounded so human, in some cases prophetic, and in other cases so mysterious?

Jesus Christ has a twofold nature: human and divine. As a consequence, Jesus
also has two types of knowledge: human and divine. With regards to His human
knowledge, St. Thomas Aquinas categorized Christ’'s human knowledge into three
levels: (1) Acquired knowledge — this is the experiential knowledge Jesus
developed through the use of His senses, imagination and human intellect, very
much like how any human person acquires knowledge through experience and
experimentation. Scripture tells us that as a child, Jesus grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon Him (cf. Lk 2:40). (2) Infused
knowledge — this is the kind of prophetic knowledge infused by the Holy Spirit;
there are many instances of this in the Gospels: Jesus told Nathanael that He saw
him under the fig tree (Jn 1:48); Jesus told the Samaritan woman that she had five
husbands (Jn 4:18); Jesus foretold His Passion, Death and Resurrection three
times, as well as the destruction of the Temple as recorded in Matthew, Mark
and Luke; and He predicted that Peter would deny Him three times in all four
Gospels. (3) Beatific knowledge — St. Thomas Aquinas taught that Jesus possessed
beatific knowledge from the moment of His conception, which gave Him the
perfect knowledge of God in His human nature.
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These three levels of knowledge in His human nature allowed Jesus to fully
experience human life while possessing divine insights. Just to be clear, the

beatific knowledge of Christ in His human nature is not the same as His divine
knowledge in His divine nature, by which He is omniscient or all-knowing.

A great example of Jesus demonstrating His beatific knowledge was when He said to Philip, “Have | been with you
for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you
say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that | am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that |
speak to you | do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing His works. (John 14:9-10)

In his book “The Human Knowledge of Christ,” Bertrand de Margerie points out an
important insight: The knowledge that Jesus received from the Father, He
transmits with a human voice, having understood it with His human intelligence.
Jesus did not teach like a recorder on playback mode; He taught in the most
human way, by understanding the meaning and import of what He received from
the Father. Jesus sees the Father through the lens of a man, and He reveals the
secrets of the Father in concepts and language that is intelligible for all human
generations to come.

In any discussion regarding the knowledge of Christ, this difficult question comes
up: Regarding the Last Judgment, why did Jesus say, “But of that day or hour no
one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Mk
13:32)? The tension here is that as Son, Jesus possesses divine knowledge, which is
infinite and the same as the Father. How could He say that He didn’t know the day
or hour of the Last Judgment? The Catechism responds: By its union to the divine
wisdom in the person of the Word incarnate, Christ enjoyed in His human
knowledge the fullness of understanding of the eternal plans He had come to
reveal. What He admitted to not knowing in this area, He elsewhere declared
Himself not sent to reveal (CCC 474). What this means is that as man, Jesus could
say that He didn’t know because it was not His mission to reveal this information
to man. This is what moral theologians would call, not a lie but mental reservation. Jesus would not have been
truly man, if He had not given us a legitimate example of mental reservation. In the same way, it did not belong to




His mission to allow His disciples to sit at His right and at His left, for it is for those to whom the Father has
destined it. (Mt 20:23)

In 1273, Jesus spoke to Thomas Aquinas from a crucifix and asked what reward he desired for his theological work.
Jesus said, “You have written well of me, Thomas. What reward would you have for your labor?” Thomas
responded, “Non nisi te, Domine,” which means “Nothing but you, Lord.” Thomas stopped writing his masterwork
- the Summa Theologiae - all he had written seemed like straw compared to what he had seen.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our church will be hosting a summer camp this summer at Unicoi State Park and Lodge in Helen,
Georgia, from July 31st to August 2nd. The theme is "God Calls Us in the Breeze." Let's listen to God's
voice together amidst the beautiful scenery, live together, and enjoy activities like hiking, fishing,
boating, ziplining, and a free bus ride to Germantown in Helen. River Tubing is also an option. The camp
is conveniently located, about an hour and a half drive away, and we hope everyone can participate. The
cost is $189 per room per night (includes 16% state and local taxes and a $15 service charge); three days
of meals (includes 23% gratuity and 8% sales tax) are $156 per adult, $78 for children aged 4-12, and
free for children under 4; miscellaneous expenses such as meeting rooms, fruit, snacks, drinks, games,
and evening activities are $20 per adult. Fishing, boating, ziplining, and river tubing are optional and at
your own expense. Please register with Daisy. Our contract requires us to book a minimum of 24 rooms
per night; if we book fewer than 24 rooms per night, we must still pay for 24 rooms per night. In
addition, our minimum total food and beverage expenditure must be at least US$5,000, excluding
service charges, gratuities, and taxes.

Our volunteer days for Helping Mamas are on June 13 and July 11. No more than 15 volunteers can sign
up on each day. If you are interested to volunteer, please sign up with Daisy. The new address is 2150
Northmont Parkway, Suite E, Duluth 30096.

Holy Land Carvings will come to our church on May 31, 2026. They will bring to us wood carvings for sale
which were hand-made in Bethlehem to support Christian families in the Holy Land.

Prayer List: Jasmine Ho, Michael Tan, Bian Meiyi, Chen Shupeng, Lydia Chen, David Wang, Chen
Jianxin, Liang Chenjing and Xu Taicheng.

Mass Schedule Confessions Bible Study
Sundays 10:30 AM (Chinese) By Appointment Wednesdays 10:00 AM
(Chinese)
Sundays 2:00 PM (English)
Anointing of the Sick Eucharistic Adoration
Mondays 12:00 PM (English) First Sundays after 10:30 | Sundays 9:00 to 10:00 AM
AM Mass
Tuesdays 12:00 PM (English) First Fridays after 7:00
PM Mass

Wednesdays 12:00 PM
(Chinese)

Fridays 12:00 PM (English)

First Friday 7:00 PM (English)




