Teachings of John the Baptist

John the Baptist taught people the importance of repentance, confession
of sins and living a moral life. According to the Gospels, the key teachings
of John the Baptist were:

1. Repentance: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt
3:2).

2. Confession of sins: People from Jerusalem, Judea and the whole
region around the Jordan were coming to be baptized by John as
they acknowledged their sins (Mk 1:5, Mt 3:5-6).

3. Baptism: John prepared the way of the Lord by baptizing people
with “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark
1:4). The baptism of John was a symbol of cleansing and a new
way of life; it prepared people for the coming of Christ, who will
baptize them with the Holy Spirit. It was different from the Jewish
ritual washings (mikveh) due to its emphasis on personal
confession and conversion.

4. Conversion: “Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance”
(Mt 3:8).

5. Against presumption: “Do not presume to say to yourselves,

‘We have Abraham as our father.” For I tell you, God can raise
up children to Abraham from these stones” (Mt 3:9).

6. Moral conduct: He called for specific actions from specific people, including:

a. Telling the crowds to share their food and clothing: “Whoever has two tunics should
share with the person who has none. And whoever has food should do likewise” (Lk
3:11).

b. Telling the tax collectors to stop cheating others: “Stop collecting more than what is
prescribed” (Lk 3:13).

c. Telling the soldiers to be just: “Do not practice extortion, do not falsely accuse anyone,
and be satisfied with your wages” (Lk 3:14).

7. Imminent judgment: He warned that a judgment was coming, “Even now the ax lies at the root
of the trees. Therefore, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown
into the fire” (Lk 3:9).
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This Advent Season, which is a time for inward reflection and spiritual preparation, let us take a closer
look at the sin of presumption. There are two kinds of
presumption: (1) Presuming upon one’s own capacity to
save himself without the help of God’s grace (Pelagianism),
and (2) Presuming upon God's mercy to obtain forgiveness
without conversion and glory without merit (CCC 2092). The
first kind of presumption stems from misjudging one’s own
goodness, while the second kind stems from misjudging
God’s mercy. Either way, presumption is a grave sin against
the virtue of hope (CCC 2091), because if you think that
you’re already saved, then there is no need for hope.

The second kind of presumption wrongly presumes upon God's mercy by expecting forgiveness and
salvation without genuine repentance or effort; it makes people believe that they can commit sin freely



just because God is merciful; and it makes people believe that they can get to heaven without living a
virtuous life.

The sin of presumption manifests itself in the following ways: (1) Committing a sin with the excuse, “I'll
just go to confession later,” (2) Going to confession without genuine sorrow or any firm purpose of
amendment, (3) Just as the Jews assumed that they would automatically inherit the kingdom of God
because of their lineage from Abraham, some people assume that they will be saved without “works” or
any effort on their part because they claim to be Christians. It requires effort to live a Christian life, to
strive for holiness and to be in a state of grace.

The consequences of the sin of presumption: (1) It turns God into a tool for personal convenience, (2) It
reinforces sinful habits, and (3) It leads one deeper and deeper into spiritual blindness. Ways to counter
presumption: (1) Acknowledge your need for God's grace, (2) Recognize that God’s mercy requires a
sincere response, and (3) Actively love God through your actions and not just words.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attention children and parents: We will not have Sunday School class today!

Fr. Bill will administer the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick in the Sanctuary after the 10:30am Mass
today.

This year, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is a holy day of obligation. Our Mass will be on
Monday, December 8 at 12:00pm. Mass will be in Chinese. Come and let us celebrate the Solemnity of the
Blessed Virgin together!

The Advent/Christmas Mass schedule is now available. Please pick up a copy at the church foyer. The same
schedule is also posted on our church website: hnojatl.org.

The 10th year anniversary of the dedication of our church will be on November 19, 2027. We would like all
church members to have their picture taken for the 10th year anniversary commemorative parish book.
Please sign up with Tommy Puk.

Prayer List: Xie Yannong, Bian Meiyi, Chen Kun, Chen Shupeng, Ni Yufang, Lydia Chen, David Wang,
Chen Jianxin, Liang Chenjing and Xu Taicheng.

Mass Schedule Confessions Bible Study
Sundays 10:30 AM (Chinese) Sundays 9:00-9:30 AM Wednesdays 10:00 AM
(Chinese)
Sundays 2:00 PM (English) Tuesdays 2:00-3:00 PM Mondays 6:00 PM (English)
By Appointment
Mondays 12:00 PM (English) Eucharistic Adoration
Tuesdays 12:00 PM (English) Anointing of the Sick Sundays 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Wednesdays 12:00 PM First Sundays after 10:30 | Tuesdays 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
(Chinese) AM Mass
Fridays 12:00 PM (English)
First Friday 7:00 PM (English)
First Saturday 10:00 AM
(Chinese)




