The New Temple of Christ’s Mystical Body

Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple took place in the Court of Gentiles in the Temple of
Jerusalem. There, sellers of sacrificial animals and money changers had set up
shop and doing business, thereby preventing people from giving due worship to
God. Jesus drove them all out of the temple area, and in doing so, made a scene.
Quoting Isaiah 56:7, Jesus said to them, “My house shall be called a house of
prayer for all the nations, but you have made it a den of robbers.” (Mark 11:17)
The temple was called “a house of prayer for all the nations” because non-Jews
worshipped at the Jewish temple. Although you didn’t have to be a Jew to
worship at the Temple, the Gentiles were restricted to the Court of Gentiles.

The Jews challenged Jesus, saying, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”
Jesus answered and said to them, “Destroy this temple and in three days | will
raise it up.” (John 2:18-19) Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple is not so much about
ridding the old Temple of greed and corruption, but it is more about the
foreshadowing of the destruction of the old Temple, which will be replaced by
the new Temple of Christ’s Mystical Body, the Church.
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What is the connection between Jesus’ cleansing of the Temple and the feast day
of the Lateran Basilica? The central theme of the Feast of the dedication of the
Lateran Basilica is the foreshadowing of the new Temple of Christ’s Mystical
Body, the Church; the feast day celebrates the dedication of the oldest church in
the West in 324AD, which was perceived then, and which is perceived now, as the
new Temple built upon Christ. Can you just imagine how the 4th century
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Christians felt as Pope Sylvester | dedicated the church? That was also about the
time when Constantine the Great legalized Christianity in the Roman Empire. Christians were finally free to
practice the faith without fear of persecution, and now they have a church.

What is the Lateran Basilica? The Lateran Basilica is the cathedral
church of the Diocese of Rome, the bishop of which is the Pope. The
Lateran Basilica is considered the "mother” of all churches; it was first
dedicated to Christ the Savior, and later on was also dedicated to St.
John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist in the 10th and 12th
centuries respectively. The basilica holds many relics, including the
altar where St. Peter was believed to have celebrated Mass, fragments
of the skull of St. Peter and St. Paul, and a fragment of the table from
the Last Supper.

Why is it called the Lateran Basilica? The name "Lateran" refers to the
family who once owned the land where the basilica was built. It is called the Lateran Basilica because it was built
on property that belonged to the Laterani family (a noble Roman family). The official name is the Archbasilica of
the Most Holy Savior and Saints John the Baptist and John the Evangelist in the Lateran.

What is the significance of the dedication of the Lateran Basilica? The dedication of the Lateran Basilica is
significant because it is more than just the anniversary of the founding of the church; more importantly, it is an
enduring symbol of the new Temple of Christ’s Mystical Body, the Church. The feast day reminds us that wherever
we may be in the world, we are all part of the universal Church. Inasmuch as historical churches like the Lateran
Basilica enable us to trace the roots of our Catholic faith, it also rouses us to give thanks to God for our own local
parish churches.

Ponder the importance of a church building. A church building is sacred because it is a place which is dedicated to
the worship of God. A church building serves as the official place for administering the sacraments, teaching and
learning the faith, and as a house of prayer for the faithful. A church building is the designated gathering place of
each and every community, it serves as a welcome center for those who do not know and want to know the faith.
In times of celebration, people come and gather to worship God. Here we celebrate the Eucharist, in which we



listen to the word of God and nourish ourselves with the Body and Blood of Christ. And in doing so, conform
ourselves more and more to the true Head of the Church, Jesus Christ. In times of tribulation, people come and
gather for unity, strength, consolation and spiritual and material support. The faithful in each parish had been
given the precious inheritance of its parish church. We all have the sacred duty to take special care of it.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Attention children and parents: We will have Sunday School class on Sunday.

We will have our monthly potluck on November 16, 2025. On that same day, Fr. Bill will dedicate the Youth
Room in recognition of ACCA’s vital contributions and its role in shaping our community before the
establishment of the Holy Name of Jesus Chinese Catholic Mission.

Whether or not you are going to the pilgrimage, all parishioners are invited to write their personal intentions
in the Book of Intentions for the pilgrimage to Our Lady of La Leche in St. Augustine, FL. Fr. Bill will offer all
the intentions in this book to our Blessed Mother during the pilgrimage. You can find the Book of Intentions
in the church foyer.

The 10th year anniversary of the dedication of our church will be on November 19, 2027. We would like all
church members to have their picture taken for the 10th year anniversary commemorative parish book.
Please sign up with Tommy Puk.

For our iGiveCatholic initiative this year, SUPPORT OUR OUTDOOR PRAYER GARDEN AND RECREATION AREA.
We have begun the first phase of a new outdoor prayer garden and recreation area in our church property by
clearing the space needed for this small capital improvement project. The first phase includes ground
covering, outdoor benches and a gazebo or mini-pavilion, our goal for Phase 1 is $10,000. There will be
additional future phases. When completed, the prayer garden will contain an outdoor Stations of the Cross
and a monument to Our Lady of China with engraved commemorative bricks. The prayer garden will provide
our parishioners and visitors a sacred outdoor space for group prayer and private meditation, as well as open
up opportunities for activities which foster both spiritual growth and community building. Please use the
iGiveCatholic envelopes provided.

Prayer List: Dawn Leach, Xie Yannong, Bian Meiyi, Chen Kun, Chen Shupeng, Ni Yufang, Lydia Chen,
David Wang, Chen Jianxin, Liang Chenjing and Xu Taicheng.

Mass Schedule Confessions Bible Study
Sundays 10:30 AM (Chinese) Sundays 9:00-9:30 AM Wednesdays 10:00 AM
(Chinese)
Sundays 2:00 PM (English) Tuesdays 2:00-3:00 PM Mondays 6:00 PM (English)
By Appointment
Mondays 12:00 PM (English) Eucharistic Adoration
Tuesdays 12:00 PM (English) Anointing of the Sick Sundays 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Wednesdays 12:00 PM First Sundays after 10:30 | Tuesdays 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
(Chinese) AM Mass
Fridays 12:00 PM (English)
First Friday 7:00 PM (English)
First Saturday 10:00 AM
(Chinese)




