Seeking places of honor

In Luke 14:7-11, Jesus teaches the “parable on places of honor.” There are
two parts in this parable: the first part has to do with the guests to a
wedding banquet, and the second part has to do with the host.

In the first part of the parable, Jesus teaches that when you are invited to
a banquet, do not take the seats of honor; instead, take the lowest seat.
The reasons for doing this is two-fold: first, to avoid embarrassment, just
in case the host asks you to move to a lesser table; and second, to enjoy
the esteem of your companions at the table, just in case the host asks you
to move up to a more important table. Jesus said, “everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be
exalted." (Luke 14:11) God exalts those who are humble, and how does
God do this, you may ask? It is unlikely that God will appear in front of you
and give you a pat on the back; ordinarily, God’s exaltation comes through
other people; e.g., when your host
comes, he may say to you, “My
friend, move up to a higher
position.” (Luke 14:10) The first
part of the parable teaches
humility from the point of view of
the “invited.” Blessed are you if you
are the kind of person who does not seek places of honor.
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In the second part of the parable, Jesus teaches that when you are hosting a lunch or a dinner, do not
invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or your wealthy neighbors. Why, you may ask? Is it
not customary for people to invite their friends, relatives or neighbors? The reason that Jesus gives for
doing so is because they might invite you back and you will have repayment. But isn’t that good? Isn’t
that what decent people do? From the point of view of the world, that is something good and decent.
But from the point of view of the Kingdom of God, you can do something even better: Therefore, Jesus
goes on further and says, “When you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind;
blessed indeed will you be because of their inability to repay you.” (Luke 14:13-14) Why will you be
blessed if the people you invited cannot invite you back? Jesus gives the reason: For you will be repaid at
the resurrection of the righteous (Luke 14:14). The second part of the parable teaches humility from the
point of view of the “inviter.”

Some people feel resentful if the people they invited to lunch or dinner, do not invite them back. They
wonder all the time, “Why hasn’t so-and-so invited me back?” Sometimes, they even regret having
invited people in the first place. But instead of wasting time and effort thinking about superficial things,
we must pay attention to what Jesus is teaching us — that Jesus makes hosting a lunch or a dinner an
opportunity for blessedness; in other words, do not just do a good deed of inviting your friends, relatives
or neighbors — do an excellent deed of inviting people who cannot repay you back, such as the poor, the
crippled and the lame. This teaching is not necessarily limited to inviting the homeless and the destitute,
but it does cover anyone who may, intentionally or unintentionally, not get the chance to thank us or to
repay us back. The excellent deed is also not limited to inviting people to lunch or dinner; ordinarily, the
excellent deed can be any secret help or favor that we can do for others without them even knowing it —
like doing good deeds without blowing your trumpet for attention or acknowledgement. Blessed indeed
are those who do good deeds only for God to see, because “your Father who sees in secret will repay
you.” (cf. Matthew 6:4, 6, 18)



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our parish pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche in St.
Augustine, Florida, will be from November 24-26. This peaceful and
beautiful site is where the first recorded Catholic Mass in the United States
was celebrated in 1565. Participants will arrange by themselves to carpool
to the shrine on Monday, November 24. We have negotiated a discounted
group rate at Hampton Inn with hot breakfast for our 3-day/2-night stay.
Parking fee is $20 per day. Each room has two queen beds and costs $155
plus tax per night. Participants will book the hotel rooms on their own. Please sign up with Long Che
with your email, and we will send you an email with the booking link so that you can get the discounted
rate. The last day to book your rooms at the discounted rate is September 24.

Attention children and parents: We will have Sunday School class on Sunday.

The 10th year anniversary of the dedication of our church will be on November 19, 2027. One of our
goals is to publish a 10th year anniversary commemorative parish book. Two years ago, we began
planning for a church directory by inviting Universal Church Directories to our church to take family
photos. Because many families were not able to have their pictures taken, we negotiated with Universal
to include family photos of families who were not able to have their picture taken at that time. Universal
will include these family photos in our directory for $15 per family picture. Be a part of the history of our
church by having your family picture taken. Please sign up with Tommy Puk. For privacy concerns,
addresses and phone numbers will not be listed in the commemorative parish book.

For safety reasons, the pine trees behind the church have been removed. At the same time, our long-
awaited project to build a recreation space/ mini-park and children’s playground at the back of the
church can be started. We are preparing a project plan and we will inform you of the details.

Prayer List: Xu Chunmei, Bian Meiyi, Chen Kun, Chen Shupeng, Ni Yufang, Lydia Chen, David Wang,
Chen Jianxin, Liang Chenjing and Xu Taicheng.

Mass Schedule Confessions Bible Study
Sundays 10:30 AM (Chinese) Sundays 9:00-9:30 AM Wednesdays 10:00 AM
(Chinese)
Sundays 2:00 PM (English) Tuesdays 2:00-3:00 PM Mondays 6:00 PM (English)
By Appointment
Mondays 12:00 PM (English) Eucharistic Adoration
Tuesdays 12:00 PM (English) Anointing of the Sick Sundays 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Wednesdays 12:00 PM First Sundays after 10:30 | Tuesdays 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
(Chinese) AM Mass
Fridays 12:00 PM (English)
First Friday 7:00 PM (English)
First Saturday 10:00 AM
(Chinese)




