Guard against all greed

In Luke 12, Jesus was teaching a large crowd that had gathered to hear Him,
most likely somewhere near Jerusalem. There, someone in the crowd said to
Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.” Jesus
sensed something behind the person’s request, and instead of giving in to the
request, Jesus replied, “Friend, who appointed me as your judge and
arbitrator?” Jesus turned to the crowd and said, “Take care to guard against
all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of
possessions.” (Luke 12:15) At that point, Jesus taught the crowd the parable
of the rich fool to warn them of the dangers of greed.

A rich man produced a bountiful harvest, but instead of seeing it as a blessing
and thanking God for it, he saw it as a dilemma because he wanted to keep
the bountiful harvest all to himself; he said, “What shall | do, for | do not have
space to store my harvest?” Thinking himself wise, he continued on to say,
“This is what | shall do: | shall tear down my barns and build larger ones.
There | shall store all my grain and other goods.” Apparently, the man was
rich; he had barns that were full from previous harvests, for he himself said
that he didn’t have any more space to store this new harvest. The rich man
already had enough stored away, but he wanted even more. What is greed?
Greed is an excessive desire for more than is needed; in simple terms, greed
is when someone already has enough but still wants more.
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Feeling pleased with his plan, the rich man
said to himself, “Now as for you, you have so many good things stored up
for many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!” Here comes the twist to the
parable: But God said to him, “You fool, this night your life will be
demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, to whom will they
belong? Thus will it be for the one who stores up treasure for himself but is
not rich in what matters to God.” (Luke 12:20-21) The rich man planned
well for his wealth, but he didn’t foresee the tragedy that awaited him — he
wouldn’t live long enough to enjoy all his accumulated wealth even for a
little while. The Old Testament speaks of this folly: “For here is one who has
toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill, and that one’s legacy must be
left to another who has not toiled for it. This also is vanity and a great evil.”
(Ecclesiastes 2:21)

The lesson to be learned from the parable of the rich fool is not that we have to plan to spend all our wealth
before we die, but that we have to take care not to store treasure for ourselves in things that do not matter
to God. (cf. Luke 12:21) In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus teaches, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth... But store up treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor decay destroys, nor thieves break in and
steal.” (Matthew 6:19-20)

While living on earth, Christians ought to prioritize spiritual and eternal values over material possessions;
instead of investing in earthly treasures which are temporary and can be lost or stolen, we ought to invest in
acts of kindness, generosity, compassion, righteousness and charity which not only contribute to our spiritual
well-being, but have everlasting rewards.

Some people might say, “I am not storing treasure for myself, because | plan to leave it all to my children and
grandchildren when | die.” The point of the lesson is not about to whom we leave our wealth, but whether or
not we are storing the kind of ‘treasure’ that matters to God.



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Our parish pilgrimage to the National Shrine of Our Lady of La
Leche in St. Augustine, Florida, will be from November 24-26. This
peaceful and beautiful site is where the first recorded Catholic
Mass in the United States was celebrated in 1565. Participants will
arrange by themselves to carpool to the shrine on Monday,
November 24. We have negotiated a discounted group rate at
Hampton Inn with breakfast for our 3-day/2-night stay.
Participants will book the hotel rooms on their own. Please sign up
with Long Che with your email, and we will send you an email with ﬂ
the booking link so that you can get the discounted rate.

Fr. Bill will administer the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick in the Sanctuary after the
10:30am Mass. Those who would like to receive the Anointing of the Sick, please come to
the front of the Sanctuary right after Mass.

Sunday School classes for the 2025-2026 schoolyear will begin on August 17. Copies of the
class schedule are available in the church foyer and have been posted on the classroom
door and the parish website.

The first OCIA class will be on August 10 in the conference room after the 10:30am Mass.
Copies of the OCIA Liturgical Schedule are available in the church foyer and have been
posted on the parish website.

Attention altar servers and their parents: please sign up in the Altar Server sign-up sheet for
August and September. The sign-up sheet is in the same binder as the Mass Intentions and
Lectors sign-up sheet.

Prayer List: Xu Chunmei, Bian Meiyi, John Grissom, Chen Kun, Chen Shupeng, Ni Yufang, Lydia Chen,
David Wang, Chen Jianxin, Liang Chenjing and Xu Taicheng.

Mass Schedule Confessions Bible Study
Sundays 10:30 AM (Chinese) Sundays 9:00-9:30 AM Wednesdays 10:00 AM
(Chinese)
Sundays 2:00 PM (English) Tuesdays 2:00-3:00 PM Mondays 6:00 PM (English)
By Appointment
Mondays 12:00 PM (English) Eucharistic Adoration
Tuesdays 12:00 PM (English) Anointing of the Sick Sundays 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM
Wednesdays 12:00 PM First Sundays after 10:30 | Tuesdays 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
(Chinese) AM Mass
Fridays 12:00 PM (English)
First Friday 7:00 PM (English)
First Saturday 10:00 AM
(Chinese)




