
 
 

 
 

Devotion to the Holy Spirit      
In 1897 an Italian nun named Sister Elena Guerra (1835–1914) wrote a letter 
to Pope Leo XIII (1810–1903) asking for a novena to be prayed by the faithful 
to the Holy Spirit. In her letter, she mentioned the Blessed Virgin Mary, who 
with the eleven apostles devoted themselves with one accord to prayer in the 
upper room (cf. Acts 1:13-14), leading up to the coming of the Holy Spirit. In 
response, Pope Leo XIII issued an encyclical on the Holy Spirit – Divinum illud 
munus (That divine gift) – in which he decreed a novena to be prayed in 
preparation for the feast of Pentecost. This novena to the Holy Spirit carries a 
plenary indulgence. In addition, when this novena is prayed again during the 
Octave of Pentecost up to Trinity Sunday, will a second time gain the same 
Indulgences. All these Indulgences are permitted to be applied for the souls in 
Purgatory. 

Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical exhorted the faithful to develop a devotion to the 
Holy Spirit – to know Him, to love Him, and to implore Him more earnestly. 
The goal of this devotion is, first of all, to help the faithful to acquire a clearer 
knowledge of the Holy Spirit, who is the Love of God. Knowledge of the Holy 
Spirit is measured not on how much one knows about the Holy Spirit, but 
through one’s free assent to the truths essential to salvation, and how one 
evaluates things as to their true worth in relation to God. Knowledge of the 
Holy Spirit makes clear one’s purpose in life as an instrument in the service of 
God. Knowledge of the Holy Spirit enables one to see the loving care of God 
even in times of adversity, while it directs one to glorify Him in every 
circumstance of life. Knowledge of the Holy Spirit makes one prize the friendship of God above all else.   

Secondly, this devotion to the Holy Spirit will obtain for the faithful a more abundant supply of heavenly gifts. 
However, the faithful must strive that this devotion should not consist merely in external observances, but 
rather to move one towards action, especially to avoid sin, which is offensive to the Holy Spirit. However, it is 
not enough to simply avoid sin; every Christian ought to shine with the splendor of virtue, especially with the 
virtue of chastity and holiness, so that one’s body and soul can become a temple befitting so great a guest – 
the Holy Spirit. Since the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth, one who resists the truth and turns away from it, 
sins most grievously against the Holy Spirit. 

One of my experiences of the Holy Spirit was in a most unexpected 
circumstance. This particular instance happened when I was just an ordinary 
parishioner in my home parish. Later on in life and through my priesthood, it 
became evident through many instances that the Holy Spirit comes and goes 
where He pleases, and one simply cannot force the Holy Spirit to come as one 
wishes; this reminds me of what Jesus said in John 3:8: “The wind blows 
where it wills, and you can hear the sound it makes, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes” (John 3:8). It was an early evening and 
I had just completed an hour of Eucharistic adoration. As I stepped out of the 
chapel to go outside, I felt something like a light rain, but the weather was 
clear. Other people were also outside. Then I felt a gentle shower – soft and 
tiny droplets steadily drizzling down on my head and whole body. And yet I 
was totally dry. While this was happening, I felt my mind open, and I 
understood the world as it exists and my purpose in it, and I was at peace 
with it. After all these years, I can say that was the gift of knowledge and 
understanding, for I have come to freely assent each and every day to 
whatever purpose God has willed for me in life.   
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
In preparation for our Eucharistic Revival week from June 18-23, please check 
if your name is already on the Eucharistic Revival poster board. If not, please 
write your name on one of the paper flames so we can attach it for you. 

We also have available Eucharistic Revival lapel pins which you can wear 
during our Eucharistic Revival week, or you can keep as a souvenir. The pins 
are beautiful and of high quality. We ask for an offering of $5/pin. If you would 
like to get one, please see Daisy or Michelle Puk.   

Attention all lectors who participated in the training class: you may now sign-up for Masses in the 
months of June and July, sign-up sheets are now ready in the Mass intentions folder in the foyer. 

June 22 is potluck Sunday! This is a great activity for everyone to foster fellowship in our church 
community. Lunch begins after the 10:30am Mass. Please bring your favorite dish to share. If you are 
celebrating your birthday in the month of June, we have ordered a birthday cake for you. 

Those who wish to join the bishop and priests for lunch after the pilgrimage on Friday, June 20, and 
dinner on the 21st and 22nd, please register with Long Che so that we can have a head count. 

In order to fulfill the conditions of the plenary indulgence for Jubilee year 2025, one must complete 
these four foundational conditions: (1) one must have interior detachment from sin, (2) confession, (3) 
Holy Communion and (4) pray for the pope’s intentions. Pope Leo XIV’s prayer intention for June 2025: 
Pray for increased compassion in the world, may each of us find comfort in our personal relationship 
with Jesus and learn from his Sacred Heart to have compassion for the world. Along with these four 
foundational conditions, one of the following acts may be performed: (1) visit a pilgrimage site, (2) 
perform a work of mercy or penance, (3) participate in a holy hour for vocations. 

Mass Schedule Confessions Bible Study 
Sundays 10:30 AM (Chinese) Sundays 9:00-9:30 AM Wednesdays 10:00 AM 

(Chinese) 
Sundays 2:00 PM (English)  Tuesdays 2:00-3:00 PM Mondays 6:00 PM (English) 
 By Appointment  
Mondays 12:00 PM (English)   Eucharistic Adoration 
Tuesdays 12:00 PM (English) Anointing of the Sick Sundays 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM 
Wednesdays 12:00 PM 
(Chinese) 

First Sundays after 10:30 
AM Mass 

Tuesdays 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

Fridays 12:00 PM (English)   
First Friday 7:00 PM (English)   
First Saturday 10:00 AM 
(Chinese) 

  

Prayer List: Chen Shupeng, Chu Waitat, Liu Kejiu, Ni Yufang, Lydia Chen, Stephen Jerez, David Wang,  
Chen Jianxin, Liang Chenjing and Xu Taicheng. 


