Spiritual Blindness

The Gospels record Jesus healing the sick and people with various afflictions;
e.g., the dumb and mute, paralytics and many others with various afflictions.
However, there were more blind people that Jesus healed than those with
other physical afflictions: two blind men (Matthew 9:27-31), the blind man of
Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26), Bartimaeus (Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52;
Luke 18:35-43) and the man born blind (John 9:1-34). Physical blindness is a
terrible affliction; in Jesus’ time, the blind could not earn a living and had to
beg for alms. However, the Gospels talk about a different but more terrible
kind of blindness — spiritual blindness.

In Matthew 23, Jesus denounced the hypocrisy of the scribes and the
Pharisees; Jesus called them “blind” guides (cf. Matthew 23:16). They were
spiritually blind because of their hardness of hearts; they can see Jesus who is
the Truth, but they look away; they can hear the truth that Jesus says, but
they would not accept it. The Gospels do not explicitly tell us that Jesus
healed anyone of spiritual blindness; and part of the reason for this is
because the cure for spiritual blindness equally depends on a person’s change
of heart.

In Matthew 13, Jesus speaks of the necessity of this change of heart; He said,
“For this people’s heart has grown dull, and their ears are heavy of hearing,
and their eyes they have closed, lest they should perceive with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and turn for me to heal
them” (Matthew 13:15).
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In today’s world, we can see many examples of spiritual
blindness; Satan and his followers has convinced many
people that what is good is evil and what is evil is good.
Through lies and half-truths, they have confused people
and have led them away from Jesus Christ and His
Gospel. And because more and more people are being
led away from Jesus Christ and His Gospel, many more
hearts have been hardened to the notion that what is
true and what is good has become a matter of personal
opinion. St. Paul describes it this way: “The god of this

age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, so that they may not see the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God (2Cor 4:4).” And also, “They are darkened in their understanding, alienated
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart (Ephesians

4:18).”

At the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught the crowds: “You are the light of the world... your light must shine
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father” (Matthew 5:14, 16). It is
by remaining faithful to the Lord Jesus and His word that we can become a light to those who are spiritually
blind. We cannot force others to accept what is good and true, but through our perseverance in our faith in

Jesus Christ and in the practice of our faith, we are fulfilling our destiny to be the light that shines through the

darkness of this world.

and Xu Taicheng.

Prayer List: Eva Mullins, Lu Shumi, David Wang, Chen Jianxin, Liang Chenjing, Pan Bohao




PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

After the 10:30am Mass this Sunday, 11/27, the children of our parish will go
trick-or-treating inside our church. The children will knock on 11 doors of each
room in the Office Building and Education Building. Don’t miss this fun activity
for your kids to have a safe and happy “Trick or Treat!”

Attention children and parents: We will have Sunday School this Sunday, October 27, 2024.
Parents are welcome to sit in the Sunday School classes.

Attention all Chinese Cursillo members: We will have our monthly ULTREYA today. Please

proceed to the conference room immediately after Mass. -
Friday, November 1 is All Saints Day, it is a holy day of obligation. Mass in

English will be at 12:00 noon. The following day, Saturday, November 2 is All

Souls Day. Fr. Bill will offer Mass in Chinese at 10:00am. Please write the U4
names of your deceased loved ones on a special All Souls Day card and drop it H“
in the foyer. The Mass will be offered for all the deceased whose names are in

the basket. i

™
O On November 10 after the 10:30 am Mass, Margaret Wu will once again lead us in
contemplative prayer in the social hall and sharing: What is prayer? How to pray?
Why can’t | feel God’s presence when | pray? All interested parties are welcome
to participate.

u Reserve the date: Fr. Bill encourages all parishioners to make plans
\ ’/ to participate in the Eucharistic Congress in Atlanta next year on

- June 20-21, 2025. Our church will host the first-ever Chinese Track
EUCHAR|ST|C in the Eucharistic Congress. We have invited the Most Reverend

REVIVAL John Lee Juo-wang, Bishop Emeritus of the diocese of Tainan,
Taiwan and Fr. Francis Ching of the Companions of the Cross based

30555 M%‘ in Toronto, Canada as guest speakers. We have also invited a
-
S Chinese band led by Mr. Jianren Zhu from Los Angeles.
Year of Mission

Mass Schedule Confessions Bible Study

Sundays 10:30 AM (Chinese) Sundays 9:00-9:30 AM Wednesdays 10:00 AM (Chinese)

Sundays 2:00 PM (English) Tuesdays 2:00-3:00 PM Mondays 6:00 PM (English)
By Appointment

Mondays 12:00 PM (English) Eucharistic Adoration

Tuesdays 12:00 PM (English) Anointing of the Sick Sundays 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM

Wednesdays 12:00 PM (Chinese) First Sundays after 10:30 AM Tuesdays 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Mass

Fridays 12:00 PM (English)

First Friday 7:00 PM (English)

First Saturday 10:00 AM (Chinese)




